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Figures 2 and 3. Precipitation plots of San Joaquin Valley (above) and NW Nevada (below)

The blue negatively sloping line is the average precipitation line. Plots show that overall, over the 111 years analyzed,
precipitation was decreasing. From the small amount of precipitation to begin with, this trend points towards a steady
drought, though some years were wetter than others. The lighter blue vertical lines are years that are confirmed strong A Nevada, the stronger ENSO years are both
ENSO years ("Rainfall in El1 Nino Years" ). El Nifo effects the southwestern United States by making the winters RRRRELLLRREL | | reflected in their SPIs. Acknowledgment:

colder and wetter than average. Plotted values indicate that there was indeed more precipitation those years. This tie 1s 1955 2010 Precipitation values may be distorted in the
stronger in the California plot, as the Nevada area has a weaker connection to ENSO the more northern we look.
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Research Question

Years Nevada data, as snowpack delays the precipitation
readings until melting.

What factors contribute to the severity of previous

droughts in the western United States, and how does
the EI Nino Southern Oscillation (ENSO) tie into

Surface Area Temperature
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